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Dear Parents and Community Members: 

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which 
provides key information on the 2012-2013 educational progress for Arbor 
Academy.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by 
federal and state laws.  The school’s report contains information about student 
assessment, accountability and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about 
the AER, please contact Melissa Martin for assistance. 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website  

https://www.mischooldata.org/NewAer/CombinedReport.aspx?CommonLocations=1
S,5289,857,70&CommonSchoolYear=&CommonLocationIncludeComparison=False&
PortalInquiryDisplayType=None  

or you may review a copy in the principal’s office at your child’s school.  

The state has identified some schools with the status of Reward, Focus or Priority. A 
Reward school is one that is outperforming other schools in achievement, growth, 
or is performing better than other schools with a similar student population. A 
Focus school is one that has a large achievement gap in 30% of its student 
achievement scores. A Priority school is one whose achievement and growth is in 
the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. 

Our school has been identified as a school that has not been given one of these 
labels. 
 
As a Public School Academy (PSA), Arbor Academy is a public school of choice. 
Families in any district or county may enroll their child at Arbor.  

Arbor Academy completed its fifteenth year of operation for the school year of 
2012-2013.  We offered kindergarten through sixth grade.  Students in third 
through sixth grades were administered the MEAP test in the fall of 2012.  The 
school continues to improve programs and practice through the evaluation and 
implementation of the School Improvement Plan. Using such forums as our parent 
breakfast meetings, Title I parent meetings, staff meetings and school 



improvement meetings, we’ve discussed the processes and programs within the 
Academy that impact student achievement. Arbor continues to work with 
stakeholders including our management company (Foundation for Behavioral 
Resources), authorizer (Grand Valley State University), our school board and 
parents to improve upon programs and services.  
 
We pride ourselves on parent communication and involvement. 100% of Arbor 
families attend fall and spring parent-teacher conferences, but we believe 
conferencing with parents happens daily. We provide all parents in each grade level 
a preview report of the week’s objectives in each subject area. Parents are then 
provided a report with their individual student’s progress for objective every Friday. 
Parents are engaged in their child’s learning and have real data to support what 
they’ve mastered each week. Conferencing happens daily at Arbor Academy and 
parents are involved in their child’s education.  
 
A copy of Arbor Academy’s core curriculum is available in the school office. Arbor 
Academy continues to strive for excellence through program evaluation and 
collaboration within the school and local community. We will continue to provide 
quality education to all Arbor families and work with all stakeholders to ensure all 
children succeed. 
 
Arbor Academy administers the Northwest Education Assessment (NWEA) test to 
students in the fall, winter, and spring to monitor and measure academic progress. 
Kindergarten and first graders are tested in math and reading.  Second graders are 
tested in math, reading, and language usage.  Third through sixth graders are 
assessed in math, reading, language usage and science. Teachers adjust and 
address students’ weaknesses and strengths to promote further growth. The 
national average for students meeting their goals is approximately 50%. During the 
2012-2013 school year, Arbor Academy students met or exceeded 83% of their 
academic goals for the NWEA test, setting our students and staff above the national 
average for a year’s achievement.  
 
In closing, I’m very proud of our students’ progress this year. Enrollment growth 
provides our staff opportunities to collaborate with staff and parents to promote 
academic and social success for our students. I have full confidence that Arbor 
Academy will continue to grow and achieve a high level of academic growth and 
achievement.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Melissa Martin  
Principal 


